Acceptance of hepatitis B vaccination by pregnant adolescents.
To determine (1) the rate of prenatal hepatitis B virus (HBV) vaccine acceptance in HBV nonimmune pregnant adolescents, (2) if postulated behavioral and attitudinal factors are associated with HBV vaccine, and (3) the rate of actual receipt of HBV vaccine postpartum in eligible subjects. During 1999-2000, at an inner-city tertiary-care center prenatal clinic, 160 HBV nonimmune adolescents <18 years who were receiving prenatal and delivery care at the center were identified. The research nurse provided an HBV information pamphlet and offered immediate in-hospital postpartum HBV vaccination. Risk factors for nonacceptance of the vaccine were measured with structured questionnaires and medical record review documenting care attendance. Subsequently, all subjects, irrespective of prenatal acceptance of vaccine, were offered vaccine before postpartum discharge, and the rate of actual acceptance was determined. In these predominantly African American (95%) adolescents, the rate of vaccine acceptance was 91%. Actual vaccination rate was 86%, but it was not associated with prior acceptance of vaccination or behavioral or attitudinal factors. Acceptance of vaccination and actual vaccination were high in this population of high-risk adolescents. The authors found that reoffering vaccine was a successful intervention, even with adolescents who had less-than-optimal attendance at prenatal visits. Given the high rate of acceptance and vaccination in this setting, the authors would encourage public health programs to implement vaccination programs in adolescent prenatal clinics and to offer vaccination postpartum to those who do not receive it prenatally.